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The Velebit Trekking Organisation (VTO) reserves the right to add, modify or cancel any of the following rules, regulations and policy. All competitors must sign VUT Rules, Regulations and Policy (VUT RRP) document before entering the race. By doing so, each competitor agrees to comply with and shall be bound by the VUT RRP 2009.

1. MANDATORY EQUIPMENT AND GEAR LIST
Competitors must have all Mandatory Equipment as listed in the Mandatory equipment list. VTO will check Personal Mandatory Equipment on race registration and during the race without previous  warning. Any piece of personal or competitor mandatory safety equipment not being worn or found missing from the competitor or competitor will result in the competitor being held at the CP, penalized or disqualified.
2. TIMING
Official time starts on a chronometer at the start of the race. Times will be recorded at CPs and when the competitors cross the finish line. During gear inspection the watch doesn't stop. 

Time penalties may be given to competitors. All time penalties will be added at the finish of the race. 

Cut off times are established and accessible in "Info" section. If competitors fail to reach designated points by a certain time, they will be directed to shorcuts or will be picked up by VTO on certain points.
3. RANKING
Ranking is based on finish line times. The winning competitor will be the first whole competitor to have completed the entire race in the shortest time (as long as the competitor didn't infringe the race rules and regulations). Competitors will only be 

Competitors can only be ranked when:
Competitors have completed the entire course 

Competitors have not been assisted in any way 

Competitors have met all VUT RRP requirements

4. JURY AND RACE OFFICIALS
The jury will impose time penalties or expel any competitor or competitor having violated the rules of the competition, if necessary.

A race Jury will view any legitimate protest and will ensure compliance of all event rules and ethical standards. They will also make judgments regarding breaches of the rules outlined for the competition.

The jury has the right to impose penalties, add bonuses to the competitor times and disqualify the competitors according to VTO RRP.

5. DISQUALIFICATION, TIME PENALTIES AND WITHDRAWAL
The VTO reserves the right to disqualify competitors for:
a. Unfair behaviour, unsportsman-like conduct, destruction of land or equipment  
b. The use of means of transport, which are not authorized by the VTO
c. Non-assistance to person in danger

d. Not respecting environmental VTO RRP

e. Not respecting "MUST" and "MUST NOT" signs in VTO Competitor Guidebook 2009
f. Non-wearing of bib, stickers and official race shirt
a. Missing of any mandatory equipment at CPs

b. Loss of VTO Passport

c. Pollution - dropping of rubbish.

Race Jury will decide about how much time penalty will be given to the competitor for inappropriate conduct. Penalties may be pronounced after the race when viewing videotapes, photographs or witnessing reports from VTO officials, competitors and others.

Withdrawal
In case of withdrawal the competitor must inform the organization by any means available and in the shortest possible time. If the competitor fails to notify the race organization of its withdrawal and a search and rescue operation is mounted the competitor may be deemed responsible and expected to pay for any financial costs incurred. A competitor who is disqualified will not be allowed back on the course. The organization is not  responsible for a competitor who has withdrawn. Any participant who has been disqualified or who has withdrawn will be required to comply with the event withdrawal procedures. Failure to comply with these procedures will result in the permanent elimination of the offending participant from any future event produced by the VTO. Likewise, failure to inform the VUT Organization in the event of withdrawal could result in the competitor being required to pay the cost of all necessary searches and rescue services costs. 

6. SAFETY
All competitors must apply to VTO RRP and follow all written and oral instructions give by VTO in order too keep their participation as save as possible. Safety plan, communications and logistic are the most important elements to keep competitors safe during the race. The race is supported by Ministry of internal Affairs, Medical Crew, Mountain Rescue Service and local hospitals and ambulance vehicles that guarantee high level of preparedness and rescue abilities during the race. On pre-race meeting competitors will be informed about all possible risks and procedures in the case of  emergency. Every competitor must have one valid mobile phone. All competitors must have medical insurance and must sign Competitor agreement document.

Procedure in case of accident
Use the personal mobile phone in case of extreme peril (serious injury or endangered life). Emergency protocol and emergency phone numbers will be included in VTO Guidebook and demonstrated on pre-race meeting. If you are in extreme peril and the Emergency mobile phone is not able to reach Race Headquarters or Safety Crew by calling or sending SMS, use your signal mirror, strobe light, or headlamps to attract attention from an aircraft or ground crew. 

The safest way to attract attention after dark is with a flashing light. Remember, rescue or assistance after dark is extremely difficult, potentially dangerous and cannot be relied upon by the competitors. Competitors must be equipped to wait until daylight for assistance. Once spotted by a rescue team a competitor member must stand up, feet together with his/her arms up forming the letter "Y" for Yes. If assistance is not needed, he/she must stand with his/her arms down (/ \) as in the letter "N" for No.

Persons in distress
Every competitor is responsible for assisting another competitor in the event of an emergency. Failure to help a person in peril, even from an opposing competitor, will result in immediate expulsion of the offending competitor or competitor. 

Weather Conditions
Certain weather conditions may require the VTO to stop competitors for safety reasons, even if other competitors have moved ahead. In the event of dangerous weather conditions, VTO will determine at which point on the course competitors are allowed to resume the competition, conditions permitting.

Mandatory equipment
Competitors must carry all mandatory equipment required by VTO according to rules and regulations of mandatory equipment wearing in order to keep safe during the race. Ignoring this rule will result in disqualification or time penalities ofor the competitor.

Race instructions and VUT Guidebook
Competitors must follow all rules and advises given in VT 2009 Guidebook. 

Safety Emergency Mobile Phone
VTO cannot guarantee that mobile phone will be accessible on entire course. If phone cannot reach race HQ, 

send SMS to given numbers in VUT Competitor Guidebook. 

7. ABILITY CERTIFICATES, DOCUMENTS  AND GEAR CHECK
Competitor Agreement Document
Competitor Agreement Document must be filled and signed by all competitors. VUT Organization will provide Competitor Agreement Document form to Competitor before VUT 

Other Documents
All competitors must provide following documents:

a) Copy of passport

b) Copy of medical insurance

Visa for Croatia
Competitors that posses EU, USA or Canadian passport do not need visa. All others must contact VUT Organisation for confirming visa for Croatia (if needed). 

8. INSURANCE
The VUT Organization subscribes to an insurance that covers damage to VUT Organization property only. This is not personal accident/injury or personal property insurance.

All participants compete at their own risk and the VUT Organizers will not accept liability for any personal accident or injury during the VUT. A Competitor Agreement Document form must be completed and signed by all competitors. 

All international competitors must be covered by personal medical insurance for participating in the race. Evidence of medical insurance must be provided for the VUT Organization before racing (with policy number, 
company name, address, phone number and email address). If copies of insurance are not provided before or on registration, the competitor will not be allowed on the course.

9. COMPETITOR MEDICAL PLAN
VUT Medical Crew
VUT Organization will provide medical service during the actual event. The extensive medical plan consists of VUT Medical Competitor, VUT Rescue Competitor, Mountain Rescue Service and Croatian Special Police Forces.

The medical crew will be based at the Start,TA in National Park Paklenica and on Finish line in Karlobagj. Medical personnel will be available at this site 24 hours a day from 07th through 8th of July 2009 to take care of medical problems. 

Medical Authority
A Head of VUT Medical Crew has full and final medical authority may at any time disqualify a competitor who is in physical jeopardy (or who may be jeopardizing others) from the race.

Competitor First Aid Kit
Competitor First Aid Kit must be worn at all times during the competition. Not possessing any item described, as Personal Aid Kit will result in time penalty of the entire competitor. 

Competitor First Aid Kit

1 x Self adhesive bandage

1 x Elastic bandage 5-7 cm wide x 100 cm long

4 x Non-adhesive gauze to cover wounds

50 ml. Antiseptic (Alcohol / Iodine)

Insurance
All international competitors must be covered by personal medical insurance for participating in the race. Evidence of medical cover must be provided for the VUT Organization before racing (with policy number, company name, address, phone number and email address). If copies of insurance are not provided before or on registration, the competitor will not be allowed on the course.

10. ENVIRONMENTAL RULES
Environmental Rules - "Use and not abuse - see as it is, leave as it was." Organizers require these rules be followed on the entire course. The objective of this race is to ensure that the Croatian sea, mountains, rivers, lakes and forests will know nothing of your passing and to show that Adventure Race can be done with very little impact to the land.

Keep on your mind:
a) Camp and travel only where permitted 

b) No campfires 

c) Everything you pack in, you have to pack it out 

d) Absolutely no littering 

e) No washing in or within 200 feet of streams 

Absolute compliance with the Environmental Rules is required. Any breach will result in a penalty ranging from a time penalty to disqualification.

Hiking:
Wherever a trail exists, try to use it. The competitor guidebook will clearly direct you to the areas where you MUST be on a trail. Some of the areas we are travelling through do not have any trails; it is your obligation to find the safest and best 

route and not to leave a trail. Do not disrupt the soil such that a visible trail is detected. Where possible, walk side-by-side so no trail is created. 

Refuse:
All waste must be removed from the course! That means - you pack it in, you pack it out. As you know, failure to comply with this easy requirement will result in disqualification from the event. On waterways, solid human waste must be packed out; in other areas, solid human waste must be buried and all paper products must 

be packed out. There will be receptacles at the Camp/Re-supply areas for trash, human waste and/or paper.

11. REGISTRATION AND ENTRY FEE POLICY
VUT is not limited. Competitors can register on-line, or send fax or e-mail to the addresses listed under contact section. Competitors must fill in all necessary information that VUT Organisation requires. Competitor is officially registered after VUT Organisation confirmed competitor's application. Competitors will be given confirmation about registration inside two weeks from application. A competitor's registration is final and approved by VUT Organisation and allowed to officially compete once when the competitor has fully paid the Entry Fee, when all required Certificates and Documents are signed and submitted to VUT Organisation and when all mandatory equipment is checked and approved.

Registrations open on 20th of January 2009 and will continue to be accepted until 1st of July 2009. 

Entry fees:
Ultra: 50 Euros per competitor

Challenger: 30 Euros 

12. COMPETITOR'S AGREEMENT
I have read, understand and agree to comply with the Velebit UltraTrail 2009 Official Rules, Regulations and Policy.

FINAL VERSION TO BE SIGNED BY EACH COMPETITOR MEMBER ON 20th OF JUNE 2009
VELEBIT TREKKING  2009 - COMPETITOR'S AGREEMENT
I have voluntarily entered into this agreement and have read, understood and acknowledged the terms of entry including the warning, exclusion of liability release and indemnity.

Team name and starting number (as on web site) :________________________________

COMPETITOR 

________________
     _______________               _____________              __________

Printed Name

     Signature                             Passport #
   
   Date

SUBMIT THIS DOCUMENT (by post, mail or fax) BY TO GIVEN ADDRESS UNTIL JUNE 15TH 2009:

ARC Multisport  (Velebit Trekking)
Draskoviceva 23
10000 Zagreb
Croatia
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